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Press Release
Modern Danish craft and design in search of lost time
Danish Crafts has launched 31 dawn-fresh design items in the brand-new collection Crafts Collection 15 at Maison&Objet in Paris. A common feature in all the products is their combination of inspiration from the past with a modern expression and a high form quality. Maison&Objet is one of the world’s leading lifestyle fairs for professional buyers and manufacturers. The collection is on display in Hal 7, stand H 176 on 9-13 September 2011.
In a world characterised by uncertainty and major changes we turn to the familiar. Nostalgia has long been waiting around the corner, and now it is making a real breakthrough with a demand for products with meaning and history. This is evident in gastronomy, where Noma and others are reinventing Danish cuisine, and in the world of Danish fashion. Both areas exemplify the approach of taking an “old” Danish field or quality and giving it an international slant.
The same trend is also present in Danish craft and design. In Danish Crafts’ brand-new collection, this year’s participants have drawn inspiration from the past as they created a fresh new line of works. The reference to the past is reflected in the choice of materials and techniques and in the titles of the works and memories of a lost time. Thus, Crafts Collection 15 combines memories with a modern expression and the high level of craftsmanship and form quality that have always characterised Danish Crafts’ collections.
Furniture designer Jonas Klein thus refers to his grandparents’ home in his modernised milking stool, “Granny”. Anne Fabricius presents “Stamp Collection”, a tribute to the classic postage stamp, which is fast becoming a thing of the past, and designer Rikke Hagen presents a modern version of her grandfather’s lamp: “Orla”.

Nature and its materials
Decorating with nature and its materials is an approach with roots in the past. The rustic and the natural are reflected in ceramist Anne Tophøj’s equilibristic handmade vision of a futuristic tableware set, the pastel-coloured “Dinnerwarevision5”, where no two components are alike. 

The fascination with wood as a material, its many uses and its varied appearance is another recurring feature of Crafts Collection 15.  Pernille Snedker Hansen combines old marbling techniques with Scandinavian tradition in her psychedelic wooden floors, Morten Emil Engel uses oak wood for his unique stool, and Peter Johansen uses untreated pinewood for his handmade table trestles. 
All the products in Crafts Collection 15 have been designed and produced in Denmark by 26 of Denmark’s leading ceramists, jewellers, textile and glass artists and furniture designers. 

Danish Crafts allies with Galeries Lafayette 

This year, Maison&Objet cooperates with one of France’s leading department stores, Galeries Lafayette, on exposing the fair and the participating exhibitors. Together with Danish Crafts, Galeries Lafayette has selected three products from Danish Crafts’ Collection 15, which will be showcased in the display windows of the department store during the lifestyle fair and the Parisian design week. The three selected items are MeyerLavigne’s unique savings boxes "Need More – Think Twice”, the storage system "Colour Stack" by Henriette W. Leth and the stool ”Granny” by Jonas Klein. 
Previous collections have also led to international alliances. That is the case, for example, with the special collections CC+ for MoMA in 2006, CC+ for expo in 2008 and CC+ for Skandium in 2010.

Like last year’s collection, CC15 was curated by London-based designer Nina Tolstrup.

The participating craftspeople and designers are:

Ceramists: Anne Tophøj, Claydies, Anna Olivia Kristiansen, Marie Langaa, MeyerLavigne, Helene Søs Schjødts and Pia Lund Hansen
Glass artists: Bettina Schori
Jewellers: Josephine Winther, Gitte Nygaard, Julie Bach
Textile artists: Anne Fabricius Møller, Begitte Lynge Andersen and Julie Dausell (PERNITTENGRYN)
Furniture designers: Jonas Klein, Peter Johansen, Morten Emil Engel, Trine Charlotte Find and Henriette W. Leth
Product designers: Rikke Hagen, Akiko Kuwahata, Anders Arhøj, Hanne Louise Nielsen, Viktoria Ladefoged, Thomas Wagner, Pernille Snedker Hansen and Nis Øllgaard
Facts about Crafts Collection

Crafts Collection is a selection featuring the best of contemporary Danish craft and design. The products are selected by different curators appointed by Danish Crafts to ensure that the works featured are of the same high quality that has always characterised Danish design. The collection is updated annually and marketed at international lifestyle fairs. The goal is to kick-start the development of a professional commercial career for the individual participants as well as generally contributing to branding Danish craft and design at an international level. 

The collection offers a solid, substantial, authentic alternative to average mass-produced everyday products and offers individual identity to modern consumers who are looking for unique quality products. Crafts Collection products are represented in most major cities including New York, Tokyo, Paris, Milan, London, Berlin and, naturally, the main cities in Scandinavia.
Additional information about CC15 and the individual participants is available at www.craftscollection.dk, where it is also possible to download photos of all the products. Additional information about Danish Crafts is available at www.danishcrafts.dk
Contact person: Press Manager Dorthe Rud Michaelsen, Danish Crafts, tel. +45 3312 6162, mobile phone +45 2075 5152 or michaelsen@danishcrafts.dk
Danish Crafts is a national information centre that aims to highlight, promote and increase turnover for Danish craft and design in Denmark and abroad. Danish Crafts is an independent institution under the Danish Ministry of Culture.







